Supplementary material

Supplementary Table 1 The 20 questions used to evaluate both fellows’ and fellowship program directors’ perspectives regarding the potential
impact of COVID-19 outbreak on training

Assessing participants’ perspective regarding the potential impact of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak on training

Please answer the following questions by choosing the most appropriate answer

Q1

Q2

Q3

Q4

Q5

Q6

Q7

Q8

Q9

Q10

Ql1

Q12

Q13

Do you think that the COVID-19 pandemic will affect
your/your fellows’ training in gastroenterology, overall?

Do you think that the limited available time due to
potential involvement with patients suffering from
COVID-19 will affect your/your fellows’ training?

Do you think that the unknown timeframe of measure
implementation in the hospital due to the COVID-19
pandemic will affect your/your fellows’ training?

Do you think that the lack of protective equipment
in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic will affect
your/your fellows’ training?

Do you think that postponement of scheduled
endoscopic procedures (e.g., screening colonoscopy)
during the COVID-19 pandemic will affect your/your
fellows’ training?

Which of the following do you think that will
significantly affect your/your fellows’ training during
the COVID-19 pandemic?

Do you think that the COVID-19 pandemic will affect
your/your fellows’ training because of cancellation of
in-hospital training opportunities (e.g., cancellation
of intra-departmental and inter-departmental
postgraduate courses)?

Do you think that the COVID-19 pandemic will affect
your/your fellows’ training through the cancellation of
national and European congresses?

Do you think that the COVID-19 pandemic will affect
your/your fellows’ training in treating patients with
general gastroenterology diseases?

Do you think the COVID-19 pandemic will affect
your/your fellows’ training in treating patients with
inflammatory bowel diseases (IBD)?

Do you think the COVID-19 pandemic will affect
your/your fellows’ training in treating patients with
diseases of the liver?

Do you think that the COVID-19 pandemic will affect
your/your fellows’ training in acquiring/maintaining
competence regarding your endoscopic skills?

Do you think that the COVID-19 outbreak will affect
the technical domain (i.e., torque steering, loop-

reduction techniques) of your/your fellows’ endoscopy
competence?

Very
negative

Very
negative

Very
negative

Very
negative

Very
negative

Reduction of
endoscopic
procedures
volume

Very
negative

Very
negative

Very
negative

Very
negative

Very
negative

Very
negative

Very
negative

Negative

Negative

Negative

Negative

Negative

Reduction of
training time
in hospitalized
patients

Negative

Negative

Negative

Negative

Negative

Negative

Negative

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

Reduction of
training time at
the outpatient
clinic

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

Positive

Positive

Positive

Positive

Positive

Redeployment
to COVID-19
treatment
department

Positive

Positive

Positive

Positive

Positive

Positive

Positive

Very positive

Very positive

Very positive

Very positive

Very positive

Lack of
protective
equipment

Very positive

Very positive

Very positive

Very positive

Very positive

Very positive

Very positive

(Contd...)



Supplementary Table 1 (Continued)

Assessing participants’ perspective regarding the potential impact of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak on training

Please answer the following questions by choosing the most appropriate answer

Q14

Q15

Q16

Q17

Q18

Q19

Q20

Do you think that the COVID-19 outbreak will affect
the cognitive domain (application of endoscopically
derived information to clinical practice, i.e., knowledge
of procedural indications and contraindications,
involvement in real-time decisions on the urgency

and necessity of endoscopic procedures, pathology
identification) of your/your fellows” endoscopy
competence?

Do you think that the COVID-19 pandemic will affect
your/your fellows’ training, in acquiring/maintaining
competence in the performance of basic diagnostic
endoscopic procedures (gastroscopy/diagnostic
colonoscopy)?

Do you think that the COVID-19 pandemic will affect
your/your fellows’ training, in acquiring/maintaining
competence in the performance of emergency
endoscopic procedures (e.g., gastrointestinal bleeding,
foreign object removal)?

Do you think that the use of electronic media and
alternative forms of education (e.g., online courses,
watching endoscopic videos) could be of value in
acquiring/maintaining competence in your/your
fellows’ endoscopic skills?

Do you think that the COVID-19 pandemic will affect
your/your fellows’ writing/scientific training activity
(participation in scientific projects, writing scientific
articles)?

Do you think that the COVID-19 pandemic will affect

your/your fellows’ academic activity (preparation of a
doctoral thesis/participation in a postgraduate program)?

Which of the following do you think could be
extremely influential in improving your/your fellows’
training after the COVID-19 pandemic?

Very
negative

Very
negative

Very
negative

Very
negative

Very
negative

Very
negative

Extension of
fellowship
program
time

Negative

Negative

Negative

Negative

Negative

Negative

Deployment

to a different
gastroenterology
department

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

No impact/
effect

Performance
of additional
courses by

HSG or web

Positive

Positive

Positive

Positive

Positive

Positive

Workload
increase after
the end of the
measures

Very positive

Very positive

Very positive

Very positive

Very positive

Very positive

No additional
measures are
warranted
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